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fifteen years, but we have lately got a few chests of 
Oolong bearing hard upon it. 



From the whole of the evidence it appears that there 
has been a progressive improvement both in the manu- 
facture and flavour of the native Assamese teas ; and the 
success of the experiment of growing the China-plant in 
Assam more especially points out the probability of still 
greater improvement in the tea of the native plant, which 
has hitherto been under the disadvantage of greater age 
and indiscriminate gathering. 

Therefore, it may reasonably be inferred that the 
country possesses every requisite of soil and climate for 
producing teas of the finest quality. 



No. II. 
TEA FROM BRAZIL. 



Five samples of tea, grown and manufactured in the 
province of St. Paul, in Brazil, having been sent to the 
Society for examination, by direction of Viscount Pal- 
merston, the Committee, to whom the subject was re- 
ferred, met on the 27th April, 1840, for the purpose of 
investigating the qualities of the samples. 

A sixth sample of tea, grown in the Imperial Botanic 
Garden at Rio Janeiro, was received at the Foreign Office, 

VOL. LIII. D 



34 COLONIES AND TRADE. 

subsequently to the other samples, and forwarded to the 
Society. 

The accompanying letter contained a request that the 
Committee would state what would be the prices of the 
samples in England (exclusive of duty), in " the present 
state of the market ; " and also, what the prices would be 
at a time when there should be a full supply of teas in the 
market. 

The samples were numbered from 1 to 6, and (with 
the exception of the Rio tea, No. 6), marked with the 
prices at which they are sold in Brazil per lb. Brazilian, 
which is something more than the lb. English. 

The following are the general characters of the samples 
as deduced from the joint evidence of Messrs. Bland, 
Wilcox, and Pearse, who attended by invitation of the 
Committee. 

No. 1 is a good and clean tea of the Hyson-skin kind, 
inclining to the strength of Twankey. It does not appear 
to have been carefully sorted, as it contains about ten per 
cent of old dark -coloured leaves. It is fairly manipu- 
lated ; the leaf is rather small, perfectly clean after in- 
fusion, and no more broken than what is usual. 

No. 2 is a fresh, strong-burnt, wiry tea, of the Hyson 
kind. The leaf is young and quite clean. 

No. 3 differs widely in appearance from any other tea 
known in the market : it has the true Hyson flavour ; is ex- 
cessively strong, and rather coarse. The leaf of this tea is 
younger than either of the two preceding ; it has a very 
extraordinary metallic glaze, as if faced with a substance 
resembling plumbago ; it is hard-burnt and not well 
manipulated, the leaf being too straight and too flat. 

No. 4 is a good, clean, middling Hyson, of tolerable 
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strength and full- burnt flavonr. This is the best tea in 
the parcel. 

No. 5 is of the same description as No. 2, but some- 
what higher in value. 

No. 6 is a clean Ouchain or young Hyson tea, of high- 
burnt flayour, essentially of superior quality, but pos- 
sessing an unpleasant foreign flavour, virhich appears to 
have been accidentally imparted to it. 

The first column of the following list contains the 
Sraztlian prices; the second, the prices which it was 
determined that the several teas of the parcel would 
command in the present state of the English market; 
and the third column indicates their average values under 
the ordinary circumstances of a free supply from China. 





Brazilian 
prices. 
a. d. 


Present state of 

the markets. 

s. d. 


Ordinary 
state, &c. 
«. rf. 


No.1 .... 


3 


4 .. 


.... 2 


4 


.. 1 6 


2 .... 


4 


2 .. 


.... 3 


2 .... 


..2 6 


3 .... 


6 


51 ... 


.... 2 


6 .... 


.. 1 10 


4 .... 


5 


2 .., 


.... 4 


.... 


..4 


5 


6 


5J .., 


.... 3 


6 .... 


..2 6 


6 .... 




'~^ • * ■ 


... 4 


.... 


..4 



It is the opinion of the Committee that the samples 
numbered 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6, are genuine teas, and are 
superior in quality to other teas of similar appearance. 
There is evidently a want of skill in the manufacture, 
and they are consequently deficient in marketable appear- 
ance ; so that, independently of their cost of production, 
they would be under a great disadvantage when brought 
into competition with other teas more skilfully manu- 
factured ; as teas of better appearance, although of even 
inferior liquor, would command an equal price. 

The leaves appear to have been gathered either from 
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older trees, or when the leaf is in a more mature state 
than that in which it is generally gathered for green teas 
in China. 

A comparison of the prices in the preceding list will 
shew that these teas are entirely precluded, by the present 
circumstances of their production, from coming into the 
English market in competition with the teas of China 
and Assam. 

These remarks will equally apply to the sample 
marked No. 3 ; but it should be observed that it is the 
only one of the parcel which gives evidence of an attempt 
to imitate a practice of the Chinese, who give a uniform 
colour to the leaves of some teas (for the purpose of 
making them more marketable), by dressing them with a 
mixture of indigo and sulphate of lime. What may be 
the nature of the material employed for facing the tea of 
this sample, is uncertain ; but, although the leaf has ac- 
quired by the process a deep black colour, with a metallic 
lustre resembling that of plumbago, it is, in its essential 
qualities, that of a green tea. 

The Government Memorandum, on the reports of the 
different persons and Societies to whom these samples 
were referred for examination, contains a remark, " that 
the value of the Brazilian teas is rated considerably higher 
in the Report of the Society of Arts than in the others." 

It is presumed that this difference may be sufficiently 
accounted for by the fact, that the Society's Report bears 
date one month later than the rest, and that there had 
been, in the interval, a great demand for Hyson teas, and 
a consequent advance of price. 



